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SBA Presents First Disaster Loan Checks to Victims of Typhoon Chaba 
 
Sacramento, CA – Representatives from the U. S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and 
Governor Juan N. Babauta today presented the first SBA disaster loan checks to victims of 
Typhoon Chaba.  The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) was devastated 
by the typhoon which made landfall on August 21 and lasted several days.  Three disaster 
victims received their SBA checks in a ceremony at the Pedro P. Tenoria Multipurpose Center in 
Susupe.   
 
“Residents and owners of small businesses who suffered property damage can now begin to deal 
with the difficult task of rebuilding and replacing what they lost,” said Babauta.  “By providing 
prompt, affordable assistance with low-interest disaster loans, SBA will make their job that much 
easier,” he continued.   
 
According to Carl Gaspari, SBA’s Officer in Charge, these SBA low-interest disaster loans will 
provide families and businesses throughout CNMI the financial help they need in their time of 
need.  “I’m proud to say SBA accomplished this within one week of the Disaster Recovery 
Center opening,” he said. 
 
SBA is the Federal government’s primary source of money for the long term rebuilding of 
disaster-damaged private property.  SBA helps homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes and 
private, non-profit organizations fund repairs or rebuilding efforts, and cover the cost of 
replacing lost or disaster damaged personal property.  These disaster loans cover uninsured or 
uncompensated losses and do not duplicate benefits of other agencies or organizations.   
 
Homeowners may borrow up to $200,000 to repair or replace disaster-damaged primary 
residences.  Homeowners and renters may borrow up to $40,000 to replace personal property.   
Businesses of all sizes may borrow up to $1.5 million to repair or replace real estate, equipment, 
inventory, and other business assets.  In addition, SBA can lend additional funds to help with the 
cost of making improvements that protect, prevent or minimize the same type of disaster damage 
from occurring in the future.  Small businesses may borrow up to $1.5 million for working 
capital to help pay ongoing business expenses. 
 
“In order to assist individuals and business owners in completing their loan applications, answer 
questions about the disaster loan program, accept completed applications, and to provide 
one-on-one assistance, an SBA representative is available at the Disaster Recovery Center 
(DRC) located at the Pedro P. Tenoria Multipurpose Center in Susupe,” Gaspari said.  The 
office is open everyday from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm, until further notice.   
 
SBA also has representatives at the Island of Rota DRC, located at the Northern Marianas 
College, Public Library Complex, and at the Island of Tinian DRC, located at the Tinian Youth 
Center.  These centers are also open daily from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm until further notice.  

 


